
  
 
 
You will note that the certificate and challenge coin both reference the sesquicentennial of the “Columbia 
Tigers.” Just who are the “Columbia Tigers,” and what connection do they have with Mizzou and Mizzou 
Veterans? The following information was obtained from a posting by Kirby Ross on “The Missouri in the 
Civil War Message Board [archive]. 
 
 
The Columbia Tigers were formed by U.S. Congressman James S. Rollins on October 4, 1864, 
to support Company B, 3rd Missouri State Militia (MSM) Cavalry, in the defense of Columbia 
during Price’s Raid (Sep. /Oct. 1864). 

First a brief background on Rollins, and then on to the Columbia Tigers. In 1838, at the age of 
26, Rollins was elected to serve in the Missouri House of Representatives. Upon coming to the 
legislature one of the first things Rollins did was to secure Columbia as being the site of the 
University of Missouri. Rollins went on to be elected to the U.S. Congress as a Constitutional 
Unionist in 1860, and was re-elected in 1862. At the time of the creation of the Columbia Tigers 
militia unit he was still Congressman. After the war he served as president of the University of 
Missouri board of curators (regents) from 1869 through 1886. His involvement in the creation 
and growth of the University of Missouri was so significant, that the MU board of curators 
unanimously adopted a resolution in May of 1872, bestowing upon Rollins the title of Pater 
Universitatis Missouriensis--the Father of the University of Missouri. It is not surprising then that 
the University went on to adopt the name of his Federal Civil War unit as the University’s 
mascot in the 1890s. 

On September 27, 1864, Rollins was at Centralia during the Centralia Massacre, and barely 
escaped death by concealing his identity. While the 3rd MSM Militia Cavalry had one company--
Company B--stationed at Columbia around this time, it also had three Companies--Company E, 
Company F, and Company G--stationed at Sturgeon. On September 23 the 3rd MSM Cavalry 
was repositioning from Sturgeon to Rocheport. While its supply train was en route, it was 
attacked and suffered considerable losses. Many Confederates were wearing Federal uniforms, 
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almost certainly acquired during this attack, at Centralia four days later and an additional 
skirmish at Goslin’s Farm. 

So with Centralia and Goslin’s Farm as a backdrop, and Price’s main army rumbling into Central 
Missouri and besieging Jefferson City thirty miles to the south of Columbia, by October 4 
Columbia was in a bit of a state of panic. 

This state of affairs is reflected in orders issued by General Clinton B. Fisk on Oct. 4, 1864. This 
from the O.R., ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 3, p. 619-- “The troops at Columbia must come to Jefferson 
City forthwith. The citizens must organize and defend their court house against guerrillas until 
the present emergency is over. Suspend all business and organize every man for service....” 

In response to this Oct. 4 directive from General Fisk, on that same day the Columbia Tigers 
Militia was formed--this from p. 3 of the October 21 issue of the Columbia Statesman. 

COLUMBIA TIGERS--on the 4th inst., it became evident that an organization of the 
citizens of Columbia was vitally necessary for the protection of the town against 
guerrillas who infested the country on every side, and who became more bold and 
numerous with the advance of the rebel invasion under Price. Accordingly, the citizens 
were notified and they rallied to a man and formed a company numbering about 120 
effective men. Hon. J. S. Rollins was elected Captain; Jno. F. Baker, Lieutenant; and 
Edward Firsky [sp.?], Orderly Sergeant. The company was then armed and placed on 
active duty, with quarters in the Baptist church. Business houses were closed and 
everything prepared for defenses as an attack was continually anticipated. 

The Columbia Tigers remained vigilant and stood ready to defend Columbia from attack until the 
arrival of the 42nd Missouri Infantry. The Oct. 21 issue of the Columbia Statesman reported:  

The Tigers have rendered valuable aid in the protection of the town and have acquitted 
themselves with the utmost satisfaction to their officers and to the commander of the 
post. 

They have picketed the town every alternate day and night, stood camp guard, and 
shown a determination to do their duty. The company was relieved from regular duty 
yesterday, a small guard being required each day at the block house, but roll call 
morning and evening will still be kept up. 

Although another militia unit calling itself the Boone County Tigers took their name in April 1865 
as a sort of successor unit to the October 1864 Columbia Tigers, there is little room for doubt 
that it was Rollins and his Columbia Tigers that the University was giving a nod to when it 
adopted its Tiger mascot not long after Rollins gave up his post as president of the MU Board of 
Curators. 


