
 

 February 29, 2012 

 
To our Mizzou family and friends, 
 
As many of you know, Missouri Governor Jay Nixon’s proposed budget for the year includes a 12.5% cut to 
state funding for higher education.  This creates a dire financial situation for Mizzou and all other public 
universities in the state.  We know how important Mizzou is to you, and we want to make sure your voice is 
heard.  In order to Stand Up For Mizzou and all of higher education, the Mizzou Alumni Association is 
launching a grassroots advocacy campaign with the intent of garnering support for higher education funding 
so that Mizzou is able to continue providing an affordable, quality education to incoming students and 
ensure that you have pride in your flagship university. 
 
What does the proposed cut mean to Mizzou?  It would result in a nearly 25% reduction in state 
appropriations to Mizzou over the last three years, placing the University at levels below those seen in the 
fall of 1994 (please note, that adjusted for inflation this puts Mizzou at 1984 funding levels). This is coupled 
with a roughly 52% increase in enrollment over this same time period, meaning that Mizzou is now 
educating approximately 12,000 more students with less state funding.  The Governor has proposed an 
amendment that would offset a portion of this reduction, but the additional $40M would only be a one-time 
supplement to the higher education budget for this upcoming year.   
 
We need the help of our entire Mizzou family to let the Governor and legislators know that continued cuts to 
state funding for higher education are unacceptable.  What can you do to help?  Sign up to be a Mizzou 
Advocate by clicking the button below in order to receive important updates on the Stand Up For Mizzou 
Campaign and other legislative activities.    

 

                                                   
Pamela M. Oberdiek                                                                           M. Dianne Drainer 
President, Mizzou Alumni Association                                                 Advocacy Director, Mizzou Alumni 
Association 

 

This message is brought to you by the Mizzou Alumni Association  
in an effort to better inform our alumni of Mizzou events. 

If you have any questions, please contact M. Dianne Drainer, Advocacy Director at 573-882-0078 or 
drainermd@missouri.edu 
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