
   
   

BYLAWS 
of the 

University of Missouri Alumni Association 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
(Revised April 22, 1988) 

(Amended through November 7, 2008) 
 

ARTICLE I: PURPOSE 

The Association was formally chartered in 1936 as an independent, not-for-profit educational corporation. 
In accordance with the Pro Forma Decree of Incorporation, 

The corporation is formed for the purpose of promoting and furthering education in the 
State of Missouri. It proposes to accomplish its purposes by aiding, extending, furthering 
and calling to public attention the work of the University of Missouri in all of its 
departments and by supporting, maintaining and directing to educational ends the alumni 
activities of the alumni and former students of said University. 

In furtherance of this purpose, the Association provides services to its alumni constituency and to the 
University. Services and activities may be educational, developmental or social and may encourage both 
fellowship and constructive contributions to the University. 

The Association is expected to facilitate these activities and to function as a communications link, act as a 
motivating force to provide alumni support and express alumni opinions to the campus administration. 
Through the Association’s programs, chapters and related organizations, alumni are encouraged to 
support their alma mater and generally participate in building a greater University. 

ARTICLE II: MEMBERS 

Section 1. Membership Requirements 

Members of the Association shall be those persons who: (a) are graduates or former students of the 
University; or (b) have had an honorary degree conferred upon them by the University; or (c) have been 
elected to Honorary Membership in the Association by the Governing Board or (d) have evinced an 
interest in the University but do not qualify for membership under Subsections (a), (b) or (c) of this 
Section. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 2.  Regular Members 

Regular Members shall include all members described in Section 1, Subsections (a) and (b), who have 
remitted to the Association the appropriate dues established and prescribed by the Governing Board. 
Regular Members shall receive all the rights and benefits of membership as may be determined from time 
to time by the Board. (amended April 20, 2001) 
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Section 3. Honorary Members

Any person who has rendered distinguished service to the University of Missouri (MU) or to this 
Association may be elected to Honorary Membership in the Association by the Governing Board and 
shall have all rights and benefits of Regular Members, without the obligation of paying dues. (amended 
April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 4. Constitutional Members 

All former students of the University who do not remit membership dues as established by the Governing 
Board shall be known as Constitutional Members of the Association. Constitutional Members shall be 
nonvoting members of the Association and shall be allowed those rights and benefits established from 
time to time by the Governing Board. In no event shall the rights or benefits of Constitutional Members 
be greater or more substantial than those of Regular Members. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 
2001) 

Section 5. Associate Members 

Any person who evinces an interest in the University of Missouri (MU) but does not qualify for 
membership under Section 1, Subsections (a), (b) or (c), shall, upon payment of annual dues established 
by the Governing Board, become an Associate Member, with rights and benefits identical to those of 
Regular Members. In no event shall such annual dues be an amount less than that charged Regular 
Members. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

ARTICLE III: GOVERNING BOARD -- POWERS AND DUTIES 

Section 1.   Authority 

Except as otherwise provided by law, the Pro Forma Decree of Incorporation or the Bylaws of the 
Association, all of the authority of the Association and its government and management shall be exercised 
by the Governing Board. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 2.  District and Regional Boundaries  

The Governing Board may establish and alter the territorial boundaries of Association chapters, districts 
and regions as necessary. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001, April 12, 2007) 

Section 3.   Vacancies 

In the event of a vacancy on the Governing Board, the remaining Governing Board Members shall, by 
majority vote, appoint a Regular, Honorary or Associate Member to fill the unexpired term of the 
vacating Member, unless otherwise established by these Bylaws. If the uncompleted term is less than six 
months, the abbreviated service of the replacement Member shall not be counted toward the limits 
established in Article IV, Section 1. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001, April 12, 2007) 
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Section 4. Resignation, Termination or Removal 

Any Governing Board Member may resign by notice in writing to the President in care of the Secretary. 
Any Governing Board Member may be removed from office on the Governing Board for good cause 
upon the vote of at least two-thirds of the Governing Board Members present at a meeting where a 
quorum of the Governing Board Members exists. Such termination or removal shall be considered upon 
the request of not less than three Governing Board Members; any such request shall be submitted in 
writing to the President in care of the Secretary. The Governing Board Member shall receive written 
notice not less than 30 days in advance of the meeting at which the issue of removal or termination is to 
be addressed. Upon request of the Governing Board Member subject to the removal or termination action, 
a hearing shall be held at said meeting prior to the vote of the Governing Board Members. (amended 
April 20, 1991; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

Section 5. Meetings 

The Governing Board shall meet at least three times each year for the transaction of business, at a time 
and place to be designated by the President. Special meetings may be called on the initiative of the 
President and shall be called by the President in the event of a resolution by the Board or upon receipt of a 
written request signed by at least eight Governing Board Members. A minimum of 14 days’ notice by 
United States mail, telephone or personal contact shall be given for periodic or special meetings, which 
may be held anywhere in the State of Missouri, or by use of any means of communication by which all 
Governing Board Members participating may simultaneously hear each other during the meeting. 
(amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; amended August 11, 2006) 

Section 6. Quorum 

The presence of 11 members of the Governing Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business and a vote by a majority of those Governing Board Members present at such time, unless 
otherwise provided by law, the Pro Forma Decree of Incorporation or the Bylaws of the Association shall 
constitute official and duly authorized action on any matter within the jurisdiction of the Governing 
Board. A proxy authorized under Section 7 cannot be used to establish a quorum but must be included in 
determination of the vote on any matter for which the proxy is authorized. (amended April 20, 2001; 
November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

Section 7. Proxies 

Any Governing Board Member may name a Regular, Honorary or Associate Member of this Association, 
or another Governing Board Member as his proxy. This proxy may be denoted by a letter over his 
signature, by telegram or facsimile or other electronic transmission, which shall be directed to the 
Governing Board in care of the Secretary, or by telephone message to the Secretary, who shall certify in 
writing to the Governing Board the time and place of such call. Upon demand of any Governing Board 
Member present, the President or acting President shall notify any absent Member of the use of a proxy in 
his name. Such notice shall be in writing and sent to the usual mailing address of said Member. (amended 
September 25, 1997; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

Section 8. Business by Mail 

The Governing Board may authorize the transaction of business by the Governing Board by mail or 
facsimile or other electronic transmission. (amended September 25, 1997; April 20, 2001; November 9, 
2001) 
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Section 9. Executive Committee 

(a) An Executive Committee shall be established, whose members shall serve one-year terms 
commencing on July 1 of each year. The Executive Committee shall consist of the President; the 
Immediate Past President; the President-Elect; the Vice President; and the Treasurer. The University staff 
members mentioned in Article IV, Section 2, Subsection (h), shall be ex-officio, nonvoting members of 
the  Executive Committee. (amended April 22, 1989; October 19, 1990; September 14, 1996; September 
25, 1997; April 20, 2001) 

(b) The Executive Committee shall meet at the discretion of the President or at the request of three 
Executive Committee Members to discuss Association personnel and/or other highly sensitive issues 
affecting the Association.  Unless otherwise provided by law, the Pro Forma Decree of Incorporation or 
the Bylaws of the Association, said Executive Committee shall have full authority to conduct the business 
of the Association, subject to the approval of the Governing Board at its next regular or special meeting. 
An act or authorization of an act by the Executive Committee shall be as effective for all purposes as the 
act or authorization of the Governing Board, including authorization of activities, expenditures and all 
other matters normally within the jurisdiction of the Governing Board, so long as the action is approved 
by a vote of a majority of the total membership of said Executive Committee. (amended April 20, 2001; 
November 9 , 2001) 

Section 10.   Expenditures 

No expenditure in excess of $1,000 of unallocated funds of this Association shall be made unless it has 
been authorized by the Governing Board. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 11.   Committees and Task Forces 

(a) The following standing committees shall be established: Communications, Diversity, Finance, 
Membership and Marketing, Mizzou Legislative Network, Schools and Colleges, and Rules. The 
President shall fill all vacancies on such standing committees each year. Chairmen of standing 
committees shall be nominated by the Nominating Committee each year in accordance with Article V, 
Section 2, and shall be considered Members of the Governing Board upon approval of said nominations 
by the Governing Board.  In this regard, Chairmen of the Communications, Finance, and Rules 
committees shall be nominated for two-year terms, to begin their terms during even-numbered years, and 
Chairmen of the Diversity, Membership and Marketing, Mizzou Legislative Network, Schools and 
Colleges committees shall be nominated for two-year terms, to begin their service during odd-numbered 
years.  Each standing committee shall maintain written guidelines and operating procedures that conform 
with the provisions of these Bylaws and that have been approved by the Governing Board. (amended 
September 9, 1988; October 27, 1989; October 22, 1992; September 24, 1999; April 20, 2001; November 
9, 2001; February 11, 2006; April 12, 2007; November 7, 2008) 

(b) The Governing Board or the President may, from time to time, establish and appoint other committees 
or task forces deemed necessary or appropriate to serve in an advisory capacity . The Chairman and any 
member of any such advisory committee or task force must be a Regular, Honorary or Associate Member 
of this Association. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007 ) 

(c) The President of this Association automatically shall be an ex-officio member of all committees and 
task forces established in accordance with Subsections (a) and (b) of this Section. A substantial number of 
members of each such committee or task force shall be persons who are not Governing Board Members. 
(amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 
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ARTICLE IV: GOVERNING BOARD -- SELECTION AND ELECTION 

Section 1. Term and Eligibility 

A Governing Board Member shall be a Regular, Honorary or Associate Member of the Association in 
good standing. No person shall be selected for more than 2 (two-year) consecutive terms as a Governing 
Board Member, except as follows: Officers listed in Article V, Section 1, shall be Members of the 
Governing Board for as long as they hold office, without regard to any limit otherwise imposed by this 
Section. The abbreviated service of a Governing Board Member selected to fill an uncompleted term of 
less than six months in accordance with Article III, Section 3, shall not be counted toward any limit 
otherwise established by this Section. Additionally, if a Governing Board member is selected as a 
committee chair, then prior service is not included as part of the committee chair total service.  After 
absence from the Governing Board for a minimum of two years, any former Governing Board Member 
may be selected for additional terms as a Governing Board Member; however, such additional service is 
again subject to the limits imposed herein. No person shall serve as an Governing Board Member of the 
Association while serving as an employee of the University if service as a Governing Board Member 
would give rise to the appearance of impropriety or of a conflict of interest in the performance of the 
duties of such person as a Governing Board Member. One Governing Board Member may not hold two 
positions simultaneously. (amended April 11, 1992;  September 10, 1998; April 20, 2001; November 9, 
2001; April 12, 2007) 

Section 2. Governing Board Makeup 

The Governing Board shall be composed of 22 voting Members, and other non-voting Members, as 
follows: (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

(a) one Member, who represents Missouri districts 7, 11, and 15 and who resides within the district 
boundaries; (amended April 20, 1990; September 25, 1997; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 
2007)  

(b) one Member, who represents all other Missouri districts not stated in paragraph (a) and who resides in 
one of these districts; (amended October 19, 1990; April 20, 1991; April 20, 2001; April 12, 2007)  

(c) two out-of-state Members, who represent all members residing outside of the State of Missouri, but 
within the United States, and who are not otherwise represented on the Governing Board by virtue of 
paragraph (a) or (b); (amended April 20, 1990; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007)  

(d) one Member, who represents all members residing outside of the United States,  and who resides 
outside of the United States; (April 12, 2007; November 7, 2008)  

 (e) four Members at large appointed by the President for two-year terms, one-half in alternating years; 
(amended April 20, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

(f) all Association officers; 

(g) the immediate Past President of the Governing Board; (amended April 11, 1992; September 25, 1997; 
April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

(h) the Chairmen of the seven standing committees established in Article III, Section 11; (amended 
September 9, 1988; October 27, 1989; October 22, 1992; September 24, 1999; April 20, 2001; April 12, 
2007) 
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(i) one Member from the Alumni Association Student Board ("AASB"), as selected by AASB; (amended 
September 25, 1997; April 20, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

(j) the Vice Chancellor for Development and Alumni Relations; the Associate Vice Chancellor  for 
Alumni Relations; the Assistant to the Chancellor for University Affairs;  the Director of Publications and 
Alumni Communication; and the MU Governmental Relations Liaison (all ex-officio, nonvoting 
members of the Governing Board); (amended September 25, 1997; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; 
April 12, 2007) 

 (k) all other past Presidents, who shall be ex-officio, nonvoting members of the Governing Board and 
who may be requested to attend specific meetings and perform specific functions at the discretion of the 
President. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 3.  Association Officers 

Officers of the Association shall be considered elected to the Governing Board at the time elected to any 
office named in Article VI, Section 1, and shall retain membership upon the Governing Board so long as 
they hold such office. The election of a sitting Governing Member to any office named in Article VI, 
Section 1, shall constitute a vacancy in his previous Governing Board position, which shall be filled by 
the Governing Board in accordance with Article III, Section 3. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 
2001; April 12, 2007) 

Section 4. Conflicts of Interest 

Any Governing Board Member with a business or personal interest in any matter before the Association 
shall disclose such interest to the Governing Board prior to any action being taken thereon. Any 
Governing Board Member who is so interested may be counted in determining the existence of a quorum 
at any meeting at which such action may be considered but shall not be entitled to vote on such action. No 
action of the Association shall be rendered void solely by the fact that any of the Members are so 
interested, but subsequent disclosure of such interest may be a basis for the Governing Board to rescind 
such action. (amended April 11, 1992; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS 

Section 1. Term and Eligibility 

Officers of the Association shall serve from July 1 for a period of one year and until their successors are 
elected. The Governing Board shall elect Regular, Honorary or Associate Members of the Association to 
fill the following offices: President-Elect, Vice President and Treasurer. The President-Elect for one year 
automatically shall assume the office of President the following year. One person may not hold two 
offices simultaneously. (amended April 11, 1992; September 14, 1996; April 20, 2001; November 9, 
2001) 
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Section 2. Nominating Committee 
By March 1, the President shall name a Nominating Committee to submit to the Governing Board the 
nominations for officers, standing committee Chairmen, and appropriate Governing Board Members for 
the ensuing year. This committee shall be drawn from the following:  current Governing Board members, 
past Governing Board members within four years of their last date of service on the Governing Board, or 
current members of standing or ad hoc committees.  The President of the Association automatically shall 
be an ex-officio, nonvoting member of such Nominating Committee. The Secretary shall publish notice of 
the coming election in an Association publication, such notice to include the address of the Secretary, 
who will receive nominations. Nominees need not be members of the Governing Board. (amended April 
20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007; November 7, 2008) 

Section 3.  Election 

Election of officers shall not take place for at least 14 days after publication of notice of said election but 
shall take place at the first meeting of the Governing Board held after such period has elapsed. Election 
procedure shall be determined by the Governing Board but must allow the will of a majority of those 
present and voting or represented by proxies to prevail. (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001)  

Section 4. Vacancies 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the President-Elect shall fill the office for the 
unexpired term. Other vacancies in the offices of the Association may be filled by the Governing Board 
for the unexpired term. In the event of the absence or inability to act of the President, the President-Elect 
shall temporarily carry out the duties of the office. In the event both the President and the President-Elect 
are absent or unable to perform their duties, the Vice President shall serve as President pro tempore. 
(amended September 14, 1996; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 5. Resignation or Removal 

Any officer may resign by notice in writing to the Governing Board in care of the Secretary. Any officer 
may be removed from office for good cause upon the vote of at least two-thirds of the Governing Board 
Members present at a meeting where a quorum of the Governing Board Members exists. Such removal 
shall be considered upon the request of not less than three Governing Board Members; any such request 
shall be submitted in writing to the Executive Board in care of the Secretary. The officer in question shall 
receive written notice not less than 30 days in advance of the meeting at which the issue of removal is to 
be addressed. Upon request of the officer subject to the removal action, a hearing shall be held at said 
meeting prior to the vote of the Governing Board Members. (amended April 20, 1991; April 20, 2001; 
November 9, 2001) 

Section 6. Duties of the President 

The President shall call and preside at all meetings of the Association, of the Governing Board, and of the 
Executive Committee; shall make all appointments as specified in Article III, Section 11, and Article IV, 
Section 2; shall have general charge of and control over the programs of the Association, subject to the 
direction of the Board and shall perform such additional duties as may be prescribed from time to time by 
the Board of Directors or the Bylaws of the Association. (amended October 22, 1992; April 20, 2001; 
November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007) 
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Section 7.  Duties of the President-Elect 

The President-Elect shall assist the President in the programs of the Association, perform and discharge 
the duties of the President in case of the absence of the President and perform such additional duties as 
may be prescribed from time to time by the Governing Board or the Bylaws of the Association.  
(amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 8. Duties of the Vice President 

The Vice President of the Association shall assist the President in the programs of the Association, chair 
and serve on committees as directed and perform other duties as prescribed by the Governing Board or 
the Bylaws of the Association. In case both the President and the President-Elect are absent or unable to 
perform their duties, the Vice President shall serve as President pro tempore.  (amended September 14, 
1996; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 9. Duties of the Treasurer 

The Treasurer shall, under the direction of the Executive Board and subject to such regulations as the 
Governing Board shall prescribe, oversee the finances of the Association and shall report to the 
Governing Board on a regular basis on the nature and extent of all finances and investments of the 
Association.  (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 10.   Duties of the Secretary 

The Secretary shall have made and preserved a record of all proceedings of the Association and shall 
perform such other duties as may be prescribed from time to time by the Governing Board or by the 
Bylaws of the Association. (amended April 11, 1992; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 11.  Duties of the Professional Association Staff 

(a) The Associate Vice Chancellor for Development and Alumni Relations shall serve as the Executive 
Director of the Alumni Association, shall administer the Association’s budget and shall provide staff 
support for Association programs. The Executive Director, subject to the direction of the Governing 
Board and the President, is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Association. The Executive 
director shall be the Association's liaison with the University administration The Executive Director also shall 
perform the duties of Secretary to the Governing Board, and the Executive Committee. (amended April 
11, 1992; September 25, 1997; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

(b) The Director of Publications and Alumni Communication shall serve as editor of the MIZZOU 
magazine, shall provide staff support for other Association publications (see Article VII). (amended 
September 8, 1995; April 20, 2001; April 12, 2007) 

c) The Vice Chancellor for Development and Alumni Relations shall coordinate the University’s 
institutional advancement effort with the Alumni Association. (amended September 25, 1997; April 12, 
2007) 
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ARTICLE VI: DUES 

Section 1.  Annual Dues 

The Governing Board may establish and prescribe annual dues for membership in the Association. All 
dues-paying members of the Association (as well as Honorary Members, who are relieved of the 
obligation to pay dues) shall enjoy all the rights and benefits as may be determined from time to time by 
the Governing Board.  (amended April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

Section 2. Special and Promotional Memberships 

The Governing Board may, at its discretion, adopt family memberships, life memberships, interim 
memberships, trial memberships and other special or promotional memberships for new University of 
Missouri (MU) graduates and others but is under no obligation to do so. (amended April 20, 2001; 
November 9, 2001) 

ARTICLE VII: PUBLICATIONS 

The Association shall edit, publish, issue and maintain an alumni magazine to be known as the MIZZOU 
magazine, to be published throughout the year at such intervals as may be determined by the Governing 
Board. The direction of the policies and management of the publication shall be vested in the Governing 
Board, acting by and through the Communications Committee. The Director of Publications and Alumni 
Communication shall be editor of the MIZZOU magazine (see Article V, Section 11, Subsection (b)). 
(amended September 8, 1995; April 20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 

 
ARTICLE VIII: UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI DIVISION OF DEVELOPMENT  

AND ALUMNI RELATIONS 

The Association endorses and pledges its support to the University of Missouri Division of Development 
and Alumni Relations, which is the official development office of the University. (amended April 20, 
2001; April 12, 2007) 

ARTICLE IX: AMENDMENTS 

The Governing Board may amend or repeal these Bylaws by the vote of two-thirds of the Governing 
Board Members present or represented by proxies at any regular or special meeting, provided that the 
notice of said meeting shall contain a verbatim statement of the proposed amendment and that such notice 
be mailed to the Governing Board Members at their respective addresses of record at least 14 days in 
advance of said meeting. Amendments must be submitted to the Secretary of the Association for review 
under procedures approved by the Executive Board. (amended April 20, 1990; April 11, 1992; April 20, 
2001; November 9, 2001) 
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ARTICLE X: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Fiscal Year 

The fiscal year of the Association shall be from the first day of July each year through the 30th day of 
June of the succeeding calendar year. 

Section 2. Parliamentary Procedure 

Matters of procedure in parliamentary practice not covered in the Pro Forma Decree of Incorporation or 
Bylaws of the Association shall be governed by the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Section 3. Definitions 

As used in these Bylaws, the following terms shall mean: 

(a) Association: The University of Missouri (MU) Alumni Association; 

(b)  Governing Board:  The Governing Board of The Mizzou Alumni Association; 

(c) University: the University of Missouri (MU). (amended October 19, 1990; September 14, 1996; April 
20, 2001; November 9, 2001) 


